exciting atmosphere of plots and counterplots ; and she herself could tell him story after story of heartrending tragedies and of hairbreadth escapes, which had happened to her own relations and friends. From her he acquired those aristocratic longing's which always characterised him, and through hex* influence he made acquaintance with several people of high position and importance, and thus was enabled to make an occasional appearance in the beau-monde of Paris.
Her portrait gives the idea of an elegant rather than pretty woman, with a long neck, sloping" shoulders, black curls on the temples, at each side of a high forehead, and large, languishing dark eyes, under pencilled ^eyebrows. The oval face has SL character of gentle melancholy, and there is something subdued and suffering in the whole expression which invites our pity. She wears in the portrait an Empire dress, confined under the arms by a yellow 'ribbon.
"La dilecta," as Balzac calls her, cannot have been a very happy woman. Of her nine children, watched with the most tender solicitude, only^four lived to grow up ; and of these her favourite son., " beautiful as the day, like her tender and spiritual, like her full of noble sentiments," as Balzac says, died.
